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ernment.  The resolutions were not adopted.

Creole State, a popular name for LOUISI-
ANA.

Creon, in Greek legend, brother of Jocasta,
mother of CEdipus. He governed Thebes until
CEdipus was called to the throne; and later
he ruled the city again.

Creosote, the name applied to wood-tar
and coal-tar distillations extensively used in
medicine and in the industrial arts.

Wood-tar creosote, derived from the dis-
tillation of beechwood, is an oily, colorless,
transparent liquid and has a penetrating odor
resembling that of wood smoke. It is power-
fully antiseptic.

Coal-tar creosote is a mixture distilled from
coal-tar. It is of greater commercial value
than wood-tar creosote and finds its largest
application in the treatment of wood* espe-
cially railway sleepers, piles, and telegraph
poles. It is also employed as a fuel, partic-
ularly for Diesel engines; in the preparation
of disinfectants and sheep-dips; and in gen-
erating artificial light in specially designed
lamps.

Crepuscular Rays, rays not infrequently
seen when the sun is near the western hori-
zon and detached clouds are gathered around
the solar disc. On such occasions the float-
ing dust and aqueous vapors assume the
form of beams emanating from the centre,
known as crepuscular rays, or diverging
beams.

Crescendo, a musical term denoting a
gradual increasing from piano to forte and
fortissimo.

Crescent, the increasing or new moon,
which shows a curving rim of light, termin-
ating in points or horns. The crescent is the
symbol of the Ottoman Turks and the word
is applied to the Turkish standard, and, fig-
uratively, to the Turkish power, or the em-
pire of the Crescent. In heraldry the crescent
is an honorable ordinary, often used as a
mark of distinction for the second sons of
families, or those descended from them.

Crescent  City,  New  Orleans.

Crescentia.   See Calabash.

Crescimbeni, Giovanni Mario (1663-
1728), Italian literary historian. In 1690, to-
gether with Gravina and others, he founded
the Academy of the Arcadia. His principal
work is the Istoria e Commentary della volgar
Poesia (1698).

Cresol, any of the three isomeric methyl
phenols, obtained in the distillation of wood
or coal. They are oily liquids, resembling
carbolic acid, and are used as antiseptics, and

in the preparation of some coloring matters.
Crespl* Daniele (1590-1630), Italian
painter. An able artist, he also possessed an
accurate observation, a facile hand, and ex-
cellent judgment His coloring in oil and
fresco is beautiful, occasionally recalling Ti-
tian. His most remarkable works are Pictures
of the Lne of St. Bruno and the Descent
from the Cross. His father, Giovanni Bat-
tista, called Cerano (1557-1653), has a fine
symmetrical picture, Madonna del Rosario,
in the Brera Gallery, Milan.
Cress, a name given to several species of the
Crucifers, the leaves of which have a pungent
taste and are used as salads and condiments,
and for jzarnishing. The Common or Garden
Ciess is easily grown. Watercress is the most
favored species for use as salad Other varie-
ties are the Upland Cress (Barbarea prcecox)>
the common Winter Cress, and the Cuckoo-
flower known also as Bitter Cress, and as
Lad\ 's Smock.
Cressy.   See Crecy-en-Pontliieii.,
Crest, the heraldic figure surmounting the
helmet Although crests were used to adorn
helmets, and probably even as personal cog-
nizances, in pre-heraldic ages, just as plumes
are still used to distinguish regiments, it is on
their heraldic significance that they are now
generally regarded. By a popular misconcep-
tion the crest is often supposed to be the
most important item in an armorial achieve-
ment. This is not so; the coat of arms is
complete without it, and in many cases it is
absent altogether. Since arms ceased to be
personally worn, and heraldry became prac-
tically pictorial, many very incongruous de-
vices, which could not have been attached
securely to a helmet, have been adopted as
crests. Whatever their form, they should al-
ways be set on a wreath or a crest coronetj
even when represented without the helmet,
See HERALDRY.
Crest9 in Gothic architecture, a floriated
ornament finishing the gable or roof of a
building, prevalent during the i3th and fol-
lowing centuries. It consisted of a low screen
of stone of beautiful workmanship, usually
foliage, conventionally treated.
Creswick, Thomas (1811-69), English
landscape painter, exhibited at the British In-
stitution and at the Royal Academy, being
elected A.R.A. (1842) and R.A. (1851). He
etched plates for Gray's Elegy, Milton's UAl-
legro, and Goldsmith's Deserted Village, His
painting of atmosphere and his knowledge of
color-effects sometimes recall Turner.
Cretaceous  System, a geological system